38    A STUDY OF RECENT EARTHQUAKES.

sound even more elusive of precise observation than
the shock.

The chief result obtained by him was the compara-
tive smallness of the area over which the sound was
heard. He estimates it at little more than 3,300
square miles, or about one-twelfth of that over which
the shock was felt. It extends north and south from
Melfi to Lagonegro, and east and west from Monte
Peloso to Duchessa and Senerchia. The sound
was thus confined to the region in which the shock
attained its most destructive character.

Towards the north and south ends of the sound-
area all observers described the sound as a low,
grating, heavy, sighing rush, lasting from twenty to
sixty seconds, some adding that It was also of a
rumbling nature. Near the centre and the east
and west boundaries, the sound was distinctly more
rumbling; it was shorter in duration, and began and
ended more abruptly.

The earthquake, Mallet remarks, "began every-
where with tremors; the sounds generally arrived at
the same time; the apparent direction of movement
of the tremulous oscillations appeared rapidly to
change, and still more rapidly to increase in ampli-
tude; then the great shove of the destructive shock
arrived, in some places rather before, in some a little
after, the moment of loudest sound, and it died away
suddenly (ie., with extreme rapidity) into tremors
again, but differing in direction from that of the great
shock itself."i

The earthquake-sound will be described more fully
in the chapter dealing with the Hereford earthquake

1 Vol. ii., p. 299. The punctuation of the original is not followed
in the above extract.